A 42 year old woman presents with a painless lump on her scalp. It was first
noticed by her hairdresser 4 months earlier. Her CBC, metabolic profile and
urinalysis are normal.



42-YEAR-OLD WOMAN PRESENTED WITH A PAINLESS, NICKEL-SIZED LUMP ON HER SCALP THAT WAS FIRST

noticed by her hairdresser 4 months earlier. Physical examination revealed a firm, nontender, subcutaneous

nodule, 6 cm in diameter, and no neurologic deficits. A complete blood count, complete metabolic profile, and
urinalysis showed no abnormalities. A computed tomographic scan showed a destructive, well-demarcated, soft-
tissue mass, with peripheral bony fragments, emerging from the right frontal calvarium. The mass measured 5 cm
by 4 cm and was compressing part of the brain. There was no evidence of a midline shift. The mass was excised, and
cranial mesh placed over the calvarial deficit. Histologic examination revealed a plasmacytoma of bone with extensive
amyloidosis. Examination of a bone-marrow-biopsy specimen showed 20% plasma cells, and a skeletal survey re-
vealed multiple lytic lesions of the long bones and skull. No monoclonal proteins were found on electrophoresis or
immunofixation of the serum or urine. The patient was given a diagnosis of nonsecretory multiple myeloma. As is
common in such cases, the more sensitive free-light-chain assay revealed a pathologically elevated concentration of
kappa light chains in the serum. In this patient, nonspecific proteinuria developed, although renal function remained
unimpaired. She has now undergone autologous bone marrow transplantation, with no evidence of disease recur-

rence on follow-up bone marrow biopsy or laboratory studies.
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