
 
 
A 77-year-old woman presented with an insidious onset of fatigue and a 
burning sensation of the tongue on swallowing food. Six years earlier, she 
had undergone a total gastrectomy for early gastric cancer, which was 
curative. On physical examination, she was pale and had a depapillated, 
smooth, shiny red tongue with some central fissuring, findings that were 
consistent with a beefy red tongue (Panel A). 



 


